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demanded that before the sale we should be recalled and
sent back home.
The above W/T message would not reach the English
Admiral, in accordance with the English regulations,
before the next morning, Saturday the 21 June, between
8 and 9 o'clock, and that, by the first English dispatch
boat. The English ships had already weighed when my
message was sent to the Admiral and were on their way
out of harbour. He had been asked to transmit it with as
little delay as possible. I do not think it was ever passed
on to the German Government; the events of the day
probably prevented it.
The same copy of The Times, referred to above, gave
us the further news, on page n, that the German Govern-
ment would receive a respite of five days after the answers
to the German counter-proposals had been received,
during which the Peace Treaty was to be signed or its
terms refused. The three days settled for the Armistice
were to be included in the period of respite. As it also
appeared from the English Press that England had given
her answer to our counter-proposals on Monday the 16
June it was to be assumed that the Armistice would
automatically cease without further warning on the
Saturday. I pondered over it and assumed that the
Armistice would expire at noon on Saturday, as it was
natural that an Armistice should come to an end at mid-
day to allow for the necessary advance of troops to be
made by daylight.